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“How To Get To Where”

As a component
of Agricultural
Education, the
FFA must con-
tinually be under
construction for
increased devel-
opment. New and
beginning teachers may find them-
selves running in circlesto figure out
how to get to where. | find myself
more challenged with the juggling act
that involves FFA time and class time.

| could invest more time into the
development of my FFA Chapter if |
fortified more of my classtime. |
could invest more time into my class
curriculum and expectationsif |
fortified more FFA Chapter time.
Which where should | chase? Thisis
an important question you must
answer first. You may choseto
disregard both where' s to find a happy
medium. As an advisor and ateacher
we must establish how much and
where our time investments go.

Y ou determine where to invest your
time and you must determine how to
invest your time. The FFA investment
can be managed in many different
ways. This organization creates,
develops, and provides new tools for
advising your FFA Chapter. Don't be
afraid to read about, investigate, and
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Summer Offerings at Penn State

There are severa educationa

opportunities for teachers this

summer at University Park:
Bug Camp for Teachers
(non-credit or 3 credits)
June 25-28 - contact
Maryann Frazier at 814-
865-1895 for registration
information.
IPM for Teachers - June
18-21- contact Lyn Garling
at 814-863-8884 or see
http://pai pm.cas.psu.edu/
schools/summerclass.htm
To register contact the
Short Courses office at
814-865-8301.
Forest Resources Institute
for Teachers (2 1U credits)
June 24-29 - contact Sandy
Smith at sssb@psu.edu or

814-863-0401 for more
information.

SCIED 475 - Methods of
Environmental Science
Education (3-credits) June
24-July 14 - contact Rob
Boyle at 814-865-1544 or
rab304@psu.edu for registra-
tion information.

A science consortiumis aso
sponsoring several workshops for
teachers. Choose between two
graduate credits and/or Act 48
credit for the workshops. Tuition
scholarships are available; room,
board, and texts will be provided
at no cost, and transportation
expenses will be partially cov-
ered. Moreinfoisavailable on
their website: http://

www.outreach.psu.edu/C%261/
SciencedTeachers/

Pease submit an information
request form now and plan to
apply for financia support
early.

For registration information,
contact Conferences & Insti-
tutes at 814-863-5100. The
workshop titles and dates are:

Penn State Weather Camp for
Teachers, June 24-28

Space Astronomy for Science
Teachers, June 24-28
Biotechnology: From Labo-
ratory to Classroom,

July 8-12

The Mechanics of Materials
Series: Chemistry of Materi-
as, July 8-12
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Past National FFA Officer Passed Away

Dean Hoffer, 62, of Lititz, PA
died unexpectedly of natural
causes Tuesday, January 8, at
Lancaster General Hospital. A
licensed life insurance agent
since 1968, Dean owned
Hoffer Agency Inc. At the
time of death, Dean was
treasurer for Representative
Jere Strittmatter’ s re-election
campaign. Dean was a mem-
ber of Grace Brethren Church
in Lititz, where he served as
deacon and was involved in
Evangelism Explosion minis-
try training. Dean also was
the secretary of the North
Atlantic Fellowship of Grace
Brethren Churches.

Dean was the first county
resident elected to a national
FFA office. Dean was the past
regional vice-president of the
National FFA and past presi-
dent of Lancaster County and
PA FFA and PA Y oung Farmers
Association. Dean received the
Rura Y outh Award as outstand-
ing future farmer and Chapter
Star Farmer of the Manheim
Chapter of FFA in 1957. The
next year, Dean received the
State Star Farmer of Pennsylva-
nia, the highest award given by
PA FFA. Dean then was hon-
ored with the American Farmer
degree at the National FFA
Convention in 1959.

Act 48
Reporting Update

There is new information
regarding Act 48
accounting for

. Academic

3 Credit Courses
 taken at Penn
State during
2000-2001. Penn
State’ s registrar’ s officeis
developing a website where
certified teachers can request
that the University report their
credit courses under Act 48.
Penn State’ sregistrar’s office
hopesit will be operating by
early February 2002. At that
point, the student will go to that
site and submit arequest for
Act 48 reporting. For more
information, please visit: http:/
www.psu.edu/registrar/
act48.html.

Currently the Penn State's
registrar’ s office will take
names of students who are
certified teachersin PA and
contact them when the website
isready to accept Act 48
requests. To get on thislist,
contact James Wager in the
registrar’s office at
jjwl@psu.edu or 814-865-
6357.

If you took courses through the
AEE Department’ s 3-week
compressed schedule during
summer of 2000 or 2001, these
courses can be reported now.
Please send your name and
course taken to Babs Bengtson
at Babs@psu.edu or 401B
Keller Bldg., University Park,
PA 16802.
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2002 Governor’s Institute for
Advanced Manufacturing & Agricultural
Sciences Careers

Dates: Monday Morning, July 22 - Thursday Afternoon, July 25
Location: Blair County Convention Center & Marriott of Altoona

Registration: Registration packets will be sent to ag eductors by late
February. Therewill be a$35.00 fee which will be refunded when you
check in at the Ingtitute. All housing, Institute transportation, meals,
materials and 2 graduate credits will be freeto al participants. Spaceis
limited to 100 people.

For more information: Contact Tiffany Hoy at 814-683-7876 or
log onto http://voc.ed.psu.edu/inhere/I nstitute/intitute.html

PA Farm Show

Extended
The PA Farm Show has begun a
$76 million construction project
that will
include
building
anew
exhibi-
TR fion hal,
equine arena, barn, and upgrad-
ing the present facility. Many
changes are taking place with the
new facilities which will be
completed for the 2003 show. A
major change that will greatly
impact attendees is that the
length of the 2003 show has been
extended by two days and will
run from Saturday, January 11
through Sunday, January 18.
The longer show should lessen
overcrowded conditions, allow
more commodity groupsto
participate, and minimize the
risk of bad weather negatively
affecting the show.

(New/Beginning...Cont’d from p. 1)
try something new that has

hel ped others succeed. In addi-
tion, never forget the real reason
you are in the classroom. You
are there to teach students about
the vast arrays of agriculture. As
abeginning teacher, | like to
make a 35%/35% investment in
Class and FFA and a 30% invest-
ment in SAE’s.

Y our choice of how to get where
must be strategically laid out and
planned; providing for amore
focused and on task instructor
and advisor. Determine where
you are going and then plan how
you will get there.
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