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New/BEeGINNING TEACHER CoOLUMN
by: Dr. Phil Ogline, PSU Adjunct Professor

| can empathize with al teachers
when the bell rings signifying the
beginning of another school year.

Am | ready? What else should | have
done? What new challenges will |
face? Then add another dimension: |
am a“new” teacher and | admit to
apprehensions. Do | have the techni-
cal knowledge? My curriculumis
not to the point | desire! Can |
handle the rigors of classroom prepa-
ration, FFA activities, family/socia
life, community involvement and
professional development?

If only I did not have to sleep, | think
it would be possible!!

My years of experiencein the class-
room have proven to me that the
answer is“NO,” not by myself. |
must admit to myself that | do not
know everything and feel comfortable
withit. But doesthat mean | cannot
do agood job? Personal humility
helps us recognize our strengths and
weaknesses. And if onewill allow, a
sign of strength isto ask for assis-
tance. Ask yourself, where and/or
who can assist? Anayze one or
several of your best studentsin each
class, recognize their strengths and
interests and get them to assist with
various facets of teaching/coaching.
Visit them at home or at the work-
place and recognize that parents or
others have talents that they are many
timeswilling to share. Invite key
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Conservation Catalog Available

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS),
in cooperation with several
environmental groups, has
released the Conservation
Catalog: Practices for the Con-
servation of Pennsylvania's

Natural Resources. The
publication provides an expla-
nation of the various conserva-
tion practices used in Pennsyl-
vaniafrom crop rotation to
barnyard runoff control, and
discusses how conservation
benefits the community. To

receive a copy of the publica

4

tion, contact your

local conserva

tion district or p\é
visit the NRCS ' '
website at
Www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov.
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New Freshman
Scholarship Program

The Florida Department of Citrus and Florida Citrus Growers
are again sponsoring the NAAE New Freshman Scholarship
Program for 2001. Thanks to this sponsorship, NAAE will
award ten $500 scholarships to students who will enter a
college or university in the fall of 2001 and major in agricul-
tural education with the intention of becoming an agricultural
teacher after graduation.

To be eligible for these scholarships, each applicant must:
* Be an agricultural education student and a FFA member.
* Be a high school senior planning to pursue a career as an
agriculture teacher.
* Attend a high school where the agricultural education/
FFA program conducts a Fresh Florida Citrus Product
Fundraiser.

Applications are available from the NAAE office by calling
(800) 772-0939, ext. 4367. The postmark deadline for submit-
ting applicationsis February 1, 2001.

Brofee’s Picks

Merrill Brofee thought that these websites would be of
interest to you, the agricultura education family.

Web Sitesfor Teachers:
WWW.SCCis.org
www.121.org
www.€elearners.com
www.teachersweb.com
www .teachervision.com
www.teachernet.com
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A Week of Inspiration, Information & Fellowship

On December 2 — 6, the Na-
tional Association of Agricul-
tural Educators (NAAE) metin
San Diego, CA for their annual
convention. Teachers had the
opportunity to hone their
teaching skills and technology
knowledge by participating in
the NAAE Partnership EXPO,
attending instructional work-
shops, visiting agricultural
related sitesin the San Diego
area, and hearing speakers at
general sessions.

Pennsylvania NAAE members
wereinspired by invited speak-
ers like Brooks Coleman,
Georgia State Senator, who's
humorous and inspiring mes-
sage centered on the life and
times of Will Rogers and Dr.
CharlesW. Byers, University of
Kentucky Professor of Agricul-
tural Education. Dr. Byers
encouraged agricultural educa-
tors to motivate students by
effectively using student orga-
nizations.

Dr. Phil Ogline was presented
on Honorary NAAE Life
Membership. The Outstanding
Service Award was presented to
Doyle Paul and The Honorable
Samuel Hayes received the
Outstanding Cooperation
Award.

Another highlight of the 2000
NAAE Convention was the
silent and live scholarship
auction. All proceeds from the
auction went towards the upper
division university scholarship
for students who are preparing

to be agricultura educators.
Penn State has had many
recipients of this particular
scholarship with Joy Young
received the scholarship this
past year.

Joy Young

LeRoy Dreibelbis, PAAE
President, and Gerald Reichard,
PAAE Executive Secretary
served as official delegates for
the NAAE Convention and
Kerry Hoffman-Richards
presented at the NAAE Partner-
ship EXPO.

Pennsylvania was also well
represented at the Association
of Career and Technology
Education (ACTE), the Ameri-
can Association for Agricultural
Education (AAAE) and the
National Agricultural Education
Research Conference (NAERC)
annual meetings held in San
Diego, CA.

All three meetings were con-
currently held on December 6 —
10. Once again dynamic
speakers informed, challenged
and inspired convention attend-
ees. LesBrown jump-started

the convention with his high-
energy presentation —“Live
Your Dreams.” Les Brown was
selected by Toastmasters
International as one of the
world’ stop five speakers.
Jeremy Rifkin, President of the
Foundation on Economic
Trends in Washington, D.C. left
a special message for the
audience to “Rethink the
Mission of American Educa-
tion.” Heisafrequent guest on
CNN Crossfire, Face the
Nation, The Today Show and
20/20. Gregory Riker, com-
puter industry veteran and
current director of advanced
consumer technology at
Microsoft, demonstrated how
technology could augment the
quality of lifefor a21% Century
citizen. Beck Weathers con-
cluded the convention by
inspiring attendees with his
account of the triumph of the
human spirit. Weathers was
one of the survivors of the 1996
Mt. Everest incident.

The Career Tech EXPO fea-
tured more than 350 exhibiting
companies showcasing the
latest products and services
availablein the career and
technical education field!

While al of these events were
going on at the ACTE meeting,
Drs. Dennis Scanlon, Thomas
Bruening, and Carol Hodes
worked with staff from the U.S.
Department of Education’s
Office of Vocational & Adult
Education and presented a pre-

(Continued on Page 5)



January 2001

Pace 5

(A Week...con't from p. 4)

conference workshop titled
“Career and Technical Educa-
tion at the Crossroads.”

The following individuals
represented Pennsylvania
during the AAAE and NAERC
meetings.

Papers Presented:

Rama Radhakrishna, Associate
Professor — “ Professional
Development Needs of State
Extension Specidists.”

Nancy Crago, Senior Extension
Agent —“Impact of Overseas
Assignments on Individual,
Organizationa and Community
Attitudes, Behaviors and
Support for International
Extension Improvement.”

Josue Lopez (Graduate),
Kristen Fisher (Undergraduate),
Elizabeth Schley (Undergradu-
ate) all from Penn State and
Susie Whittington from Ohio
State — “Using Think-Aloud
Protocols to Compare Cogni-
tive Levels of Studentsand
Professorsin College Class-
rooms.”

Thomas Bruening, Dennis
Scanlon, Carol Hodes presented
a paper titled “ The Status of
Preservice Education in Career
and Technical Education.” This
was based on their recent
studies of the practices and
models currently used in career
and technical teacher certifica
tion programs across the United
States. The studies of teacher

Clark Elected to National

FFA Alumni
Michael Clark, ates for states, counties and
currently a student local chapters. Michael will
teacher at serve as the Pennsyl-

Lancaster
Mennonite High
School, was elected to
serve as the Eastern
Region Representa-
tive on the National
FFA Alumni Council.
Michael will be
attending national meetingsto
contribute to the FFA alumni
organization, present motiva-
tional speeches across the
United States, and develop
workshops on establishing and
maintaining FFA alumni affili-

vania FFA Alumni
Representative on the
state board of direc-
tors. Hewill be
working with the FFA
regional coordinators
to set-up workshops
to help local chapters
to start dumni affiliates.

If you are interested in estab-
lishing an alumni chapter or
would like more information
about alumni membership,
contact Michagl Clark at 717-
789-3923.
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preparation programs were
conducted as part of the
National Research Center for
Career and Technical Educa-
tion consortium, whichis
administered from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota.

Poster Presentation:

Joy Y oung (Undergraduate)
from Penn State and Susie
Whittington from Ohio State -
“An Evaluation of the Fall
Conference for Leadership
and Professional Develop-
ment: A Triangular Ap-
proach.”

Othersin attendance from the
Department of Agricultural
and Extension Education were
Blannie Bowen, Professor and
Department Head, who was
elected to serve as the 2001 —
2003 Editor for the Journal of
Agricultural Education and
Connie Baggett, Associate
Professor, served on the
Election Committee.

(Hoover...cont’d fromp. 3)

his fiancé for a November
wedding. But the one philoso-
phy Brendan lives by is “Keep
on Trucking!”

The Center for Professiond
Personnel Devel opment wel-
comes Brendan Hoover to the
agricultural education family.
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(New/ Begmg ng.,.. appreciated an encouraging | have many times humbled
ont'd from.p. b contact. Mentees, also aretired  myself and asked for HELP, so

resource persons to assist. and would rather seek diversion, please do not hesitate to

And certainly, not as the last but facing tomorrow is much contact me. | have already

resort, contact aneighboring  eagier if your plan isin tack. contacted many of you and am

agriculture teacher and query b ot hesitate to call uponthat  making on-site visits. How-

themwhat worksbest or what o matheticear. They canbe  ever, if this has not happened,
should | avoid. Initiate the terrific enablers. please contact me.
mentoring process!

The PSU Center for Profes- Touchdowns usually are not

PAAE isattempting to assistin - gong personnel Development is  made by asingle individual: it
thisprocess. Itisnotaneasy gy asdidting inthisendeavor.  takes ateam effort.  Success-

task. Attheend of theday one  apy of the Agricultural Educa-  ful teachers are not all self-
would rather cal it aday and

tion Professors are willing to made; it takes the support and
go home, however_for you offer their expertise, encouragement of many.
mentors and other interested _ Together We Can!! Let'sall
individuals, remember when | am employed part-time asa

. do our part.
you were young and so much field-based resource person and e
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