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The Best Kept Secret

Eastern Lebanon HS, Myerstown

. NoN-CREDIT
ProcrAaM, CAREER

Dominic Centoze

If you like antique tractors, then visit Dominic Centonze at
Eastern Lebanon County High School, a place that could
just be the best kept secret in the county for agricultural
mechanics buffs. He displays two of his antique tractors
outside the school to enhance his agricultural mechanics
program. The old machines are used as class demonstra-
tions since their parts are often larger than newer models.
Old tractors also are turned into FFA projects and sold to
FFA members at cost when overhauled.

In addition to having an exemplary agricultural mechanics
program, Dominic aso has impressive aquaculture, hydro-
ponics and greenhouse facilities. His students are doing
many controlled feeding and water quality experiments with

(continued on page 2)
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(The Best Kept Secret...con’t fromp. 1)

Talapia which have shown excel-
lent feed efficiency. The waste
from the fish tank is cycled into
a hydroponics environment
where peppers, tomatoes, |ettuce
and cucumbers are grown. At the
unit’s end, the students have a
dinner consisting of a Talapia
fish fry and hydroponic salad.

Student SAE programs include
raising pheasants, sheep and
steers, as well astaxidermy. At
this year’s Farm Show, Kyle
Fleener, a student, received the
junior show champion Hamp-
shire ewe. Also in the junior
show, Kyle's shorthorn heifer
was the reserve grand champion.
Although Lebanon County isru-
ral, Dominic aslo sees alot of
non-farm SAEs at local busi-
NEesses.

Dominic says that the uniqueness
of hisprogram liesnot just in his
tractors but in his “laid back
style” After more than 13 years
at Eastern Lebanon County High
School, Dominic has seen his
program grow considerably. The
school now has “intensive block
scheduling” which gives

Dominic 80-minute periods
where he can teach them morein
one block period. The curricu-
lum offersIntro to Agriculturein
the first year, Agricultural Me-

chanicsin year two, and Vet Sci-
ence and Plant/Soil Science
courses are offered on alternate
yearsfor juniors. Sincethereis
no senior level course, Dominic
says “some of the seniors at East
L ebanon often work as student
aides who assist with grading,
feeding, greenhouse mainte-
nance and FFA chapter work.” A
few of the seniors opt to go to
the vocational-technical school
and major in landscape design or
diesel mechanics.

Dominic has good support from
his community and administra-
tion, especialy when placing stu-
dents. His program is not a
“dumping” ground for unmoti-
vated students. FFA members are
involved with everything, but
they especially love building
floats for community parades.
Last fall the students designed a
float for their homecoming pa-
rade that displayed community
safety messages.

Next year he will add a college
preparatory course in veterinary
science that provides science
credit. Inthe future, Dominic
wants to see more college-bound
students, more elective courses
that have science credit and per-
haps another agricultural science
teacher.

Watershed

Event

For the most complete informa-
tion about the Allegheny water-
shed, visit the website http://
www.alleghenywatershed.org
which offers acomplete on-line
Watershed Atlas of the Allegh-
eny River watershed to enable
exploration of the watershed.

Resources on this site are im-
pressive and will be especially
useful for teachers near any of
the Allegheny River tributaries.
Some of the best features are a
watershed timeline that begins
10,000 years ago with the last
glacier, and a resource center
with maps of the natural re-
sources, such as fish popula-
tions, coal fields and limestone
deposits, plus information about
forests and wetlands.

On another note, the PA Envi-
ronmental Council is holding
the Allegheny Watershed Net-
work Conference on April 18 at
the Penn Stater, University Park.
For information call 412-481-
9400 or visit their website.

History has

Been Made
For thefirst timein history, a
female, Ann M.
Veneman holds §
the top position
intheU.S.
Department of
Agriculture.
Her appoint-
ment highlights the increasing
role and influence women have
inthefield of agriculture.
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Briefs to be
On-Line Soon
In the next

month, you W

should be able to see the

Briefs newsletter at http://
agexted.cas.psu.edu/center.html
under publications.

Ask the

Professor
Ask Professor Scienceisawebdgte

developed by Penn State just for
high schodl Sudentsand therr teach+
ers. Found at http://
scat0.phys.psu.edu/ask students
may pose questions or search the
archivesontopics such asBiology
or Earth and Environment.

(A New/Beginning Teacher
Column...con't fromp. 1)

Agricultural Education Advisory
Council. Maybenow isthetimeto
pull them together and bounce
around ideasfor curriculum deve-
opment, SAE programs, commu-
nity service activities (and possibly
have them qudify for some of my
senior fudents graduation projects)
or fiddtripgtes Wecoulddsodis
cussidessfor fadlity devel opment/
enhancement. If | identify the“key”
peopleto include on thiscouncil, it
will provide support in securing the
needed changes toward program
improvement. Ascertaining the
community needs for the Agricul-
turd Education curriculum and ac-
tivities, my Advisory Council
should incdlude representativesfrom
parents, students, administration,
guidance counsdor (middle school
and senior high), farmer(s), dumni,
sportsmen/sarvice dubs, consarva
tion organizations, and agribusness.
By identifying severa potential
coundil members, | can then secure
suggestionsfrom them in identify-
ing other members. Thiscouncil is
required for my program, SO poss-
bly the principa will support alun-
cheon for the meeting. Thiscould
enhance other ideasfor vocationa/
academicincluson.
| 0 nead to congder attivitiesthet
indudetimefor mysdf, family, so-
ddizing and spiritud renewd. This
means | do haveto put other dates
inmy little“black planning book”
that will get me out of the teacher
mode. Mysdf, the family and the
community will al benefit by “time-
out” activities. If I canget dl these
thingstofdl into the correct order |
can continueto say Greet Yd|!!
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FFA to Upgrade Information
Technology Systems

Imagine registering for national
conferences and workshops
through the Internet. No pa-
per formsto fill out and

track, no running
to the post office
or overnighting
documents to
beat a deadline.
Simply log on to
national FFA’s
website, enter the
information, click a button and
BAM ... you're done.

g(_
LL—

Online registration will soon be
areality, dong with many other
benefits, as the National FFA
Organization implements a
three-year, $3.2 million upgrade
of its information technology
systems and procedures. These
improvements will help develop
acloser relationship between the
national organization and FFA
members, teachers, state staff
and other key customers. As
these connections evolve, the
quality and delivery of programs
and services will flourish.

One of the first tangible items,
installation of sophisticated
servers that can run the up-
graded computer system, is
nearly complete. With the help
of outside consulting experts, a
review is underway to select the
optimum software packages to
run the programs FFA will need.
This top-of-the-line equipment
will meet FFA’s current require-
ments and can adapt to meet the
organization’ s future needs.

D

This massive project is unlike
any in the 73-year history of the
organization. To show-
case the benefits of
this initiative,
UPDATE
newsl etter
will profile
adifferent
component
Y\ the
prOJect
each month. Inthe next edition,
learn about the extensive re-
search and feedback gathered
from the agricultural education
community which led to the de-
velopment of the project.

o b B

Communications

Experience

Agricultural Communication
Pre-Professional Experienceis
being offered by the National
FFA Organization in cooperation
with Rhea & Kaiser Marketing
Communications. This pilot pro-
gramisofferedto interested high
school seniors planning to major
in agricultural communications
and current college freshmen
majoring in an agricultural com-
munications related field.
Participants must be members of
the National FFA Organization.

Applications are available on the
FFA website at http:www.ffa.org/
activities/agcommunications/
agcom.html. For more informa
tion contact Kevin Keith at
kkeith@ffa.or g, 317-802-4254.
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2001 Field Day May Include
High School Students

In 1985, Temple University
hosted the first Field Day. Usu-
ally 10 to 14 colleges from across
the Northeastern U.S. come to-
gether to competein 14 or so dif-
ferent areas of Horticulture and
Landscape.

The faculty of Penn College dis-
cussed asking some of high
school AG and Horticulture pro-
grams to attend to observe the
proceedings on April 7, 2001.
There would be anominal fee for
each student and advisor, asaT-

shirt and lunch would be pro-
vided. They aso discussed hav-
ing afew contests open to high
school students. They thought
Outdoor Plant ID and perhaps
Indoor Plant ID. These contests
would be open only to high
school students and would take
place after the college contests.

If you are interested in this op-
portunity, please email
Richard Weilminster at

Rweilmin@PCT.EDU or by
phone 570-320-8038 ext. 3534.

Penn College
IS expecting to involve between
12 and 20 colleges in the 2001
Field Day. There should be ap-
proximately 450 people in-
volved. There will also be a
number of equipment displays
and companiestabletop displays.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTs......
March 11-13........ SLLC, Holiday Inn, Grantville
March 23-24 ....... New & Beginning Teacher Workshop, PSU
March 27............. PAAE Western Spring Regional Mtg., Hoss' s in Greensburg, 6:30 p.m.
i egional,Mtg., ConradWelser HS, Robesonia, 5:00 p.m.

April 3. PAAE South Centra in Carlisle, 5:00 p.m.

April 6................. FFA Association dmin. Bldg., PSU, 6:30 p.m

April 7. State Proficienc

April 19............... PAAE North Ce Restaurant, M cElhattan
6:00 p.m.

May 18................ FFA Associa Aidmin Bldg., PSU, 6:30 p.m

June 12-14 .......... FFA Activities

June20-21 ........ 2000-2001 S

March 12............. American

April 2. Proficien pplications due to regional coordinators

April 15............... Dairy Showma pplications due to Doug Brown, Central Columbia

May 5....cccooevennee Regional Contest Quota Results due to Regiona Coordinators

May 9....ccevvenne FFA Week/Entries, including full-payment, due at Penn State

June12................ Chapter Award Applications due at the registration desk, Activities Week, PSU

Statewide Food Safety Program Career
About 95 percent of will certify participants who Information

all food-borne ill-
nesses are caused by
mishandling of food.
Theresult is an esti-

compl ete the ServSafe®
course and pass the exam
in food safety and sanita-
tion. Persons who pass

This database contains informa-
tion on more than 330 agricul-
ture related career fields. Each
record contains information

mated 76 million cases of food-
borneillnessin the United States
each year. Many food-handling
practicesthat causeiliness are re-
lated to poor temperature control
or poor sanitation.

Penn State is offering this nation-
ally recognized 16 hour certifi-
cation program about how to pro-
vide safe food to consumers. The

the ServSafe® exam may also
apply for the PDA certificate re-
quired by the Food Employee
Certification Act.

The Food Safety program is of-
fered at severa locations around
the state. See the website http:/
www.outr each.psu.edu/
statewideprograms/ for alisting
of locations and dates.

about salary, required education,
job availability, working loca-
tions, working conditions, re-
lated occupations, and necessary
skills. There are also listings of
additional resources so you can
pursue more information about
the career field you' re interested
in. Visit http://208.150.202.114/
careersearch.cfm

National Restaurant Association
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